
No.  18 27 January 2023 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 

You will have seen in the news over the last few weeks that one of the main 
teaching unions, the NEU, has balloted its members and decided to take strike 

action in relation to the underfunding of school and teachers' pay.  We are 
making parents aware that we do have a number of teachers in this union. It is 

also important that parents understand, teachers are not obliged to inform the Headteacher of 
their intention to strike nor which union they are in. However, so far, all NEU members that we 
are aware of in our school have expressed their intention not to strike. We thank our teachers 
for kindly letting us know. It is important to outline that if a teacher is not in this union or does 

not chose to take strike action, their classes will be open as usual.  
 

The headteachers in our local cluster of schools have discussed this matter. Where schools 
have a greater number of teachers taking strike action, a common approach has been 

discussed. In these situations, the collective approach would be to close the affected classes 
for the day. In the event of significant disruption, our school would work in line with this 

common approach. 
 

Whilst it appears that our school may not experience any disruption through strike action 
currently, it is important to note that it is within an employee's right to follow their union advice 
and take strike action if they wish to and therefore it is worth parents bearing in mind that this 
could change.  We therefore suggest that parents be aware that last minute changes could 

happen and encourage parents to make some emergency preparations just in case of a class 
closure. We do understand the frustration that this causes, particularly for working parents. 

We will keep you all informed of any changes if they appear likely, or we are informed, nearer 
to the time.  We thank you for you continued support and understanding. 

 
Year 5 enjoyed their trip to the National Space Centre this week. This 
visit really helped immerse the children in their space topic. Mr Jones 

was full of praise for how the children responded on their trip - well done 
Year 5!   Next week Year 5 will continue their exciting extra-curriculum 
activities linked to this topic theme and we look forward to sharing this 

with everyone in the next newsletter! 
 

Our choir and Mrs Mocanu have been out to the local 
Community Hub today for a special visit. They have 

been working hard to prepare for this visit by learning 
new songs. They have kindly performed these new 

pieces to a local group of people suffering from 
dementia today. It sounds like they have brought a great 

deal of joy to members of our community! Thank you 
and well done to all who have participated today. 

 
Have a lovely weekend. 

 
Mrs Ellison 

Headteacher 



Achievements this Week 

Holly – Harvey 
For always trying his very best in phonics. He 
can now read and write simple 3 letter words 
independently. Harvey is so enthusiastic and 

such a happy boy, his smile brightens my day! 

Ivy – Alasdair 
For always trying his best in everything that he 
does. Alasdair always listens carefully on the 
carpet and answers questions brilliantly. He 

brings interesting comments to class 
discussions. He is a role model to the rest of 
the class and we are so lucky to have him as 
part of Ivy Class. Keep up the Fantastic work 

Alasdair. 
Hazel – Jaya 

Jaya has been trying so hard with her writing 
recently. She is using cursive handwriting and 
challenging herself to use exciting adjectives 
for description in her sentences. Well done 

Jaya, you are a super role model! 
Hawthorn – Stephen 

Stephen has had a super week this week, he 
has been trying so hard with his writing and 
listening really carefully. Well done Stephen, 

keep it up! 
Pine –  Koshan 

For working so hard during his writing lessons.  
He has made sure that his sentences are 

punctuated correctly and that they make sense.  
His handwriting and presentation is improving 

too.  Well done Koshan! 
Cedar – Samraaj 

Sami has worked so hard in all our topic 
lessons - showing he listens really carefully and 
remembering lots of facts. He really seems to 
love these lessons. Sami is always kind and 

helpful to all his friends and really lovely person 
to be around. 

Maple – Rufus 
Rufus has been a very dedicated reader this term 
and has amazingly reached his 1 million! He is an 

extremely hard worker in all of his work and 
consistently tries so hard! Keep it up Rufus! 

Sycamore – Stefan 
Stefan is trying really hard to improve his 

handwriting and is making great progress! Keep it 
up Stefan! 

Juniper – Maria 
Well done Maria, you have worked tremendously 
hard since your return in January. You are always 
trying your best and managing your distractions. 

Keep up the good work. 

Chestnut – Koroushi 
Brilliant writing. You have been following the 

model 'Journey' text and using key skills 
accurately. Well done Koroush!   

Ash – Sam 
Sam has completed some amazing diary writing 

and was able to recall his hospital trip using some 
super adjectives and described his feelings 

perfectly. Well done, Sam. 

Oak – Vlad 
For his focus on his handwriting over the past few 
weeks. He has worked hard on his joins and the 
sizing of his letters and his work is looking much 

neater. Great work Vlad! 
Rowan – Zaynah 

Zaynah is a delightful member of Rowan Class. 
She always shows such a positive attitude 
towards learning and this is noticed by all 

members of staff. Zaynah loves to help others, 
including her peers and teachers. Kepp up the 

good work Zaynah! 



Cake Day 
Years 5 & 6 

 
Thursday 9th February 2023 

 
We are happy to be bringing back Cake Day! 

 
We invite Years 5 and 6 children to bring cakes 

to school to sell at home time.  
 

Please remember to bring in your cash 
donations to buy the cakes after school.  

Financial Cost Of Living Support 
 

 Support for children eligible for benefits related Free School Meals in 
February 2023, is being funded by Warwickshire's allocation of the 

Household Support Fund.  Whilst this cohort previously received vouchers 
during school holidays, this round of support will, similarly to November, 

not coincide with those dates and will be an automatic cost of living 
payment in the form of Huggg supermarket vouchers.   

 
Eligible families in Warwickshire will be sent vouchers in February, which will have a minimum 
value of £120 (equivalent to £30 per eligible child for food support and £90 per household for 

utilities support).   
 

By providing supermarket vouchers to families/carers, which they can put towards their food 
bill, this will free up their income to put towards other essential costs for example utility bills. 

We have a few items of lost 
property at school.  If these belong 

to you, please collect from the 
main office. 



Maths challenges for you to try at home.  Answers will be in next week’s newsletter. 

 
 

 
Natalie has these cards: 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

She arranges the cards to make a number 
sentence, then turns over the digit cards to 

hide them. 

Where could she have put each digit card? 
 

Are there any other ways to make the 
number sentence work? How many can you 

find? 
 

Answers from last week 
 

Box 1 = 27 cards 
Box 2 = 34 cards 
Box 3 = 49 cards  

 
 

 
The number in the centre of each flower is 

made by adding and subtracting the numbers 
on its petals in a particular order, starting on 

a particular petal. It is the same order for 
every flower. Once you have worked out 

which petal to start from and the order, can 
you use it to find the missing centre number 

of the final flower? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Answers from last week 
 

Red stars in pattern 4 = 4 
Blue stars in pattern 4 = 5 

Red stars in pattern 10 = 10 
Blue stars in pattern 50 = 51 
Stars in pattern 100 = 201 

Parents Evenings 
 

Wednesday 15th and 
Thursday 16th February 

2023 
 

These meeting will be held 
face to face or on the phone. We expect 

all parents to make an appointment with 
their child's class teacher as it is so 

important for parents to know about the 
progress their children are making and how 

they can assist at home.  
 

Booking is now available through Parent 
Bookings.  Emails have been sent out with 
the link.  If you have any problems, please 

contact the office. 
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Using the Carpark 
 

When dropping your children off at Breakfast 
Club in the morning, please be mindful of the 

arrival of staff and deliveries to the school. 
 

Please do not park in front of the main doors, 
as this blocks the staff parking and kitchen 

deliveries gaining access. 
 

We thank you for your co-operation. 



Word count winners of the week are ..... 
 

OAK 
 

What an outstanding total!  
 

Well done to ROWAN, who have 
achieved their 6 Million words this 

week!! Fabulous! Your certificate is on 
its way. 

 
Rufus has also achieved his personal 

Millionaire status this week - a fantastic 
achievement. 

 
Keep up all the amazing reading.  

Class TOTAL 
Words 
Read  

Hazel 16,983  4,063 

Hawthorn 1,338 1,145 

Pine 338,853  27,238  

Cedar 267,509  23,332  

Maple 1,702,360  138,744  

Sycamore 661,081  3,146  

Juniper 1,185,385  95,476  

Chestnut 1,185,385  95,476  

Ash 5,934,827  376,823  

Oak 5,684,874  429,445  

Rowan 6,010,507  377,167  

TOTAL 22,521,046  1,542,814  

         Hi Everyone, 
 
Another fun week at Whitnash Primary School for me - 
with lots of lovely people speaking to me at the gate. 
Always remember to ask the adult with me if you 
would like to touch me. I usually don't mind but can 
get a bit surprised if I don't see you coming. Lots of 
people have also made comments about my wax 
jacket coat this week. I really like it but it makes me 
look a bit like a dog about to go clay pigeon shooting. Not sure that's the look 
I'm after! 
 
I've been out on my lunchtime walks this week with my helpers and I'm trying to 
learn not to chase the balls on the playground. Of course, I'm always on my 
lead, so I can't actually get to them, but I really want to show off my incredible 
football skills. I get a treat if I walk past people playing ball without trying to join 
in, but I do forget sometimes. Being French, I model myself as a short, large 
eared version of David Ginola. Ooh la la! 
 
Have a great weekend. I'm staying at my grandparents house for the weekend. I 
hope they have a nice comfy sofa! 

 

Blue  







1. Hattie 2. Cookie & Chocolate 3. Puss In Boots 4. Xena (The Warrior Princess)  5. Ruby 6. Thea 7. Freddie & Frankie 8. Snowdrop 

9. Bella Bella Ding Dong  

Buzz 

Molly 

Dorothy 
Theia 

10 

11. Mitzy   12. Wilson 

13. Lennie  

14. Freddie 

15. Kara 16. Cooper 17. Murphy 19. Billie 20 .Snoddy 

18. Norman & Leia  

Bella & Bailey 

Buster 

Poppy 

21 

22. Blue 23. Fidget & Shuffle 24. Scribble 

Staff 

1 Mrs Ellison 7 Mrs Norris 13 Mrs Mocanu 19 Miss Hall 

2 Mr Hitchins 8 Mrs Roger 14 Mrs Ford 20 Mrs Reading 

3 Mrs Jennings 9 Miss Lewandowski 15 Mrs Miller 21 Miss Hawkins 

4 Mrs Henshaw 10 Mrs Phillips 16 Mrs Lane 22 Mr Collins 

5 Mrs Hackett 11 Mrs Lingard 17 Mr Jones 23 Miss Gilfillan 

6 Miss McDermott 12 Miss Stevens 18 Miss Heighton 24 Mrs O’Brien 

We are still holding the competition to match the member of staff to their pet.  The pictures will be 
going round the classrooms for children to have time to have a go.  Get your child to grab an 

entry form and have a go with them.   
There will be a small prize for the winner who get the most correct. 



Tuesday 7th February 2023 
 

British Beef Grill in a High Fibre 
Bun 
or 

(v) Toasty Cheese and Tomato 
Pizza 
with  

Snowshoe Potatoes 
Criss-Cross Potatoes 

Winter Slaw and Sweetcorn 
 

(v) Chocolate Cake with Hot 
Chocolate Sause 

or 
(v) Icicle Ice Cream 

Winter 
Sports 
Lunch 

We are delighted to be supporting the NSPCC by taking part in 
Number Day on Friday 3rd February 2023.   

 
The NSPCC need our support more than ever.  By raising money, we can help to fund 
their vital services such as Childline - the helpline that’s always there for children and 

young people whatever their problem or concern. 
 

On average, a child contacts Childline every 25 seconds. 
 

Number Day is a great way to make maths fun and bring about a positive, ‘can-do’ attitude 
towards it. 

 
 We will be having themed maths lessons throughout the day focused on 

number 
 We will be taking part in the Times Table Rock 

Stars number day challenge.  It’s a one-day 
competition which starts on Friday 3rd February at 
07.30 and ends at 19.30.  

 Pupils are asked to dress up in a maths theme. 
 

To help raise money for the NSPCC, we are asking for 
donations via Parent Pay and would love everyone in the 

school to take part in this special event. 

Year 3 outdoor 
learning this 
week made 

leaves from bark 
rubbings and 
using real leaf 

templates. 



Class Allocated PE day 

Holly / Ivy Thursday 

Hazel  / 
Hawthorn 

Tuesday & Friday 

Pine / Cedar Monday & Tuesday 

Maple / 
Sycamore 

Monday 

Juniper / 
Chestnut 

Juniper - Tuesday 
(Swimming) & 
Wednesday 
Chestnut - Tuesday 

Ash Tuesday & 
Wednesday 

Oak / Rowan Oak - Monday & 
Thursday 
Rowan - Tuesday & 
Thursday 

Please ensure that children wear the 
correct PE kit, suitable for both indoor and 

outdoor lessons and playtimes.  
 

White T-shirt with navy/black shorts. Navy/
black tracksuit or joggers and sweatshirt/

hoodie.  
Please ensure that all PE kit is plain or has 

the school badge on it. Brand logos are 
permitted but must be small. Other colours 

and football shirts may not to be worn. 

 
 
 
 

 
This is the list of class cooking sessions for 

this term.  Hope you all enjoy them. 

INSET DAYS 
 

Monday 5th September 2022 
Monday 31st October 2022 
Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

Monday 24th July 2023 
Tuesday 25th July 2023 

Holidays 22/23 

05.09.22 Start of Term 

24.10.22 - 28.10.22 Half Term 

19.12.22 - 02.01.23 Christmas Holiday 

20.02.23 - 24.02.23 Half Term 

03.04.23 - 14.04.23 Easter Holiday 

01.05.23 May Day 

08.05.23 Bank Holiday  
Coronation King 
Charles III 

29.05.23 - 02.06.23 Half Term 

25.07.23 Summer Holidays 

30/01/2023 Fattoush Cedar 

06/02/2023 Toffee Apple 
Cake 

Hawthorn 

13/02/2023 Chinese Noodles Rowan 

27/02/2023 Apricot 
Buttermilk Cake 

Hazel 

06/03/2023 Garlic & Cheddar 
Scones 

Oak 

13/03/2023 Chocolate 
Biscuits 

Sycamore 

20/03/2023 Cinnamon Buns Juniper 

27/03/2023 Lebanese Salad Maple 



PARENT PAY 
 

Thank you to everyone who has activated their 
Parent Pay account.  Even though we have 

minor problems now and then, this continues to 
be an invaluable system which makes us able to 

process payment in a totally secure way.   
 

Parent Pay is not only a system for 
paying in money, it is also our main 

source for communication with parents 
and carers and we would not want you to 

miss important information 
 

If you have not already done so can you please 
activate your Parent Pay account.  You won’t 
need to register a payment card and no bank 
details are requested.  This is only asked for 

when you make a payment.  However, you can 
pay cash at any store showing the PayPoint 

Logo. 
 

For your nearest PayPoint store go to: 
https://consumer.paypoint.com/   

 
If you need another activation letter, please ask 

at the main school office. 
 

Don't let your child miss out on school 
milk after their 5th birthday 

  
When your child turns 5, your 

child’s supply of free milk 
finishes.  However, if you would 

like to pay for your child to 
receive milk we have made 

arrangements with Cool Milk to supply milk at 
a subsidised cost of just 22p per day. 

 
What you need to do: 

  
Visit www.coolmilk.com as soon as possible 
and select "Register your child for milk here", 

then follow the on-screen instructions to 
register and pay. 

  
If your child is registered for Free School 

Meals (i.e. NOT the Universal Free School 
Meals) the school can continue to supply your 

child with free milk.  Please let the office  
know if you wish this to continue. 

  
Should you have any queries regarding your 
child's registration or milk supply in general, 
please do not hesitate to contact Cool Milk 

directly at customerservices@coolmilk.com. 

 Tips for bouncing back:  
 

 Spend quality time with family and 
friends, perhaps try a new activity 
which everyone can enjoy.  

 Take deep breaths and count to ten. 
 Write or draw a list of all the people 

that care about you.  
 Listen to your favourite music 

playlist.  
 Eat well, drink enough water, and 

get enough sleep and rest. 
 Do some exercises you enjoy.  
 Think of all the positives you have in 

your life.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When a bouncy ball reaches the floor it 
bounces back! A word we often use for being 

able to 'emotionally' bounce back is 
'resilience'. Resilience it’s our ability to bounce 

back (keep going) after tough times. Some 
people just seem to bounce back right away, 

but the truth is none of us our born with or 
without an ability to bounce back, but the good 

news is it is a skill we can learn!  

#ThanksKids recognises the super efforts and kindness of young people and thanks them 
via personalised #NHSStars certificates and pin badges. Please spread this message 

amongst your school community, all you need to do is let us know by nominating the young 
person using this email address: cwp-tr.thankskids@nhs.net and we’ll do the rest!!  

https://consumer.paypoint.com/
http://www.coolmilk.com/
mailto:customerservices@coolmilk.com


What’s on … 

February 2023  

2-3 Thursday/
Friday 

Day/Night Year 5 - Space Camp 

3 Friday Day Number Day - Dress up day - number themed. 
Donations to NSPCC 

6-10 Monday/Week Day/Week Safer Internet Day/Week 

7 Tuesday Lunch Winter Sports Lunch 

14 Tuesday 3.30-5.30pm Sycamore Parents Evening 

15 Wednesday 3.30-5.30pm Parents Evening 

16 Thursday 3.30-6.00pm Parents Evening 

17 Friday 9.30am Reception - Vision Screening 

17 Friday Day Break up for Half-Term 

20-24 Week Week Half-Term 

27 Monday Day Pupils back to school 

March 2023   

1 Wednesday Day Secondary Schools National Offer Day 

2 Thursday Day World Book Day 

2 Thursday AM Rags to Riches Collection 

13-17 Week Week Year 6 Arete Residential Trip 

15 Wednesday Day Secondary Schools Deadline for accepting offers. 

24 Friday AM Year 4 Bikeability 

31  Friday Day Break up for Easter Holidays 

April 2023    

3-14 Two Weeks Two Weeks Easter Holidays 

17 Monday Day Pupils back to school 

17 Monday Day Reception 2023 National Offer Day 

May 2023     

1 Monday Day May Day Holiday 

2 Tuesday Day Reception 2023 Deadline for accepting offers 

8 Monday Day Additional Bank Holiday - Coronation of King 
Charles III 

9-12 Week Week SATs week—Year 6 

Please note that these dates are subject to change 



Apply for free school meals (FSM) 
 
Meals are available free of charge to: 
 

 all infant pupils (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) – known as universal FSM 
 pupils who meet the free school meals eligibility criteria – known as benefits-related FSM 

 
You can apply for benefits-related FSM at any time online 
 warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals 
 
Eligibility 
Families who receive the following are eligible for free school meals: 

 income support 
 income-based Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA) 
 income-related employment and support allowance (ESA) 
 guarantee element of state pension credit 
 Universal Credit (with an annual income of less than £7,400) 
 Both income-based and contribution-based JSA/ESA if you receive the same amount for both. 

You should also qualify if you receive both, but the income-based amount is greater, but not if 
the contribution-based amount is greater. 

 Families who are awarded Child Tax Credit and have an annual income assessed by HMRC to 
be no more than £16,190, providing there is no entitlement to Working Tax Credit (unless in 
respect of a 4-week ‘run-on’). 

 
Reasons to apply 
Even if your child is currently receiving free school meals because they are in Reception, Year 1 or Year 
2, you should still apply for benefits-related FSM if you think you may be eligible. 
 
Doing so means that your child’s school will be given extra funding for six years, which can help to fund 
valuable teaching and learning support for your school. 
Applying for benefits-related FSM also means you will be eligible to receive funding for the holiday 
periods from the Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme. 

(v) Quorn Dippers 
 

(v) Broccoli & 
Sweetcorn Pasta 

Bake 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Chocolate 
Mousse with Fruit 

(v) Homemade 
Ginger Biscuit 

Pork Meatballs 
 

(v) Cheddar 
Cheese & Potato 

Pie 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Homemade 
Lemon Shortbread 

Roast Chicken 
 

(v) Quorn Roast 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Homemade 
Chocolate Cherry 
Sponge with Hot 
Chocolate Sauce  

(v) Ice Cream 
 

Pasta Bolognaise 
 

(v) Veggie 
Sausage Pattie in 

Bap 
 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Homemade 
Iced Pineapple 

Cake 

Salmon Fishcake 
 

(v) Cheese & 
TomatoPizza 

 
(v) Jacket Potato  

 
(v) Ice Cream  
(v) Homemade 
Crunch Cookie 

Meat Free 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 Any vegetarian dishes are display with a (v) 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals

